DENVER UNITED STATES

11th World Conference on
Ecological Restoration

7 BO OF ABSTRACTS o 30 Septehr;lber -4 CV)CtO‘ber 2025

Denver, United States

SER SER



CONFERENCE SPONSORS

STRATEGIC SPONSORS

Y [/ G20 GLOBAL
Heidelberg LAND INITIATIVE
Materials

FSC @ fn.l,t‘ei Tﬂa.}iolns

MOBILIZER SPONSORS

DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

B AFALULA WALTON FAMILY WORLD
ﬁ FRENCH AGENCY @ Stantec FOUNDATION RESOURCES

INSIDER SPONSORS

FOREST AND RANGELAND
STEWARDSHIP

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

OHTER SPONSORS

et Q) wmeoco ' gres

Brazil N GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO GREATeCOlOgy
Conference Supporter Conference Supporter  Conference Supporter  Open Doors Catalyst
'v"‘/\géhﬁ 7 5
: EST 1973 o‘ TheNature @ SWC
Conservancy — ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
Student and Emerging Professional Sponsor ~ Open Doors Catalyst Film Festival Sponsor

IN KIND SPONSORS

DENVERBOTANIC THE GLOBAL

GARZENS O s 2,008

RESTORATION

LOTTERY.

PLAY ON’



TABLE OF CONTENTS

% [ 0 1] (=] R 1
%{7 KeYNOTE ... 29

57 LIghtning TalK ..c.ceeoeeeeceeceeceeeeeceee e eene e 35

*%( SYMPOSIUM .ot 172

Art by: JayCee Beyale (He/Him), is an enrolled member of the Diné Nation. JayCee received his BFA in Printmaking from the University of New Mexico. He grew up in the Four
Corners area of New Mexico and is now based in Denver, Colorado. JayCee began his Artistic and Graphic Design career with his discovery of street art and graffiti. As a

multidisciplinary artist, he celebrates the fusion of technology with his Indigenous identity to enhance awareness and resilience.
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Abstract

Ecosystem services are essential for ecological conservation and human well-being. In
the framework of restoration activities over the riparian forest involves in the Spain-
Portugal cross-border LIFE Alnus Taejo project’s, this study assesses people perception
regarding their hydrological, wild harvested products, and cultural/recreational
ecosystem services, before the restoration works starts, and also, how the planned
activities may affect those services, over three different regions: Montemayor del Rio,
Villasbuenas de Gata, and Fundao. Using the TESSA methodology approach, a mixed-
methods approach combined surveys, free-listing, and geospatial mapping to assess
community perceptions and expectations of future conservation actions. Findings reveal
regional variations, highlighting the need for tailored conservation strategies. Water
quality perceptions differed, with 75% of Villasbuenas de Gata respondents reporting
seasonal turbidity concerns, while Fund3o residents cited chemical contamination. In
Montemayor del Rio, minor issues such as occasional turbidity and foam were noted.
Anticipated flood risk reduction was highest in Funddo (71.4%) and lowest in
Villasbuenas de Gata (50%). For harvested wildlife products, 92.9% in Villasbuenas de
Gata collected natural resources, compared to 63.6% in Montemayor del Rio and 66.7%
in Fundao, indicating strong economic dependence. In cultural and recreational services,
100% of Fundao’s respondents saw tourism potential, while 85% in Villasbuenas de Gata
supported ecotourism but raised accessibility concerns. Over 75% of participants across
locations expressed interest in conservation initiatives. These results provide a baseline
for evaluating future conservation efforts and ecosystem services, aligning with global
restoration strategies, and emphasizing adaptive, community-driven conservation
planning to optimize ecological and socioeconomic benefits.
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